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ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OB"  THE 

SCHOOLS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  CONCORD. 


THE  REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 
WARDS  1,  2,  3  AND  7. 


To  the  City  Council : 

The  Superintending  School  Committee  of  the  city  of 
Concord  respectfully  submit  their  annual  report  for  the  year 
ending  March,  1872 : 

Your  Superintending  School  Committee  have  given  the 
proportion  of  time  and  labor  due  each  school,  in  each  ward 
under  their  supervision.  In  some  cases  we  have  been  called 
to  consider  the  general  interest  of  the  districts,  as  well  as 
the  special  interests  of  the  schools  in  the  districts.  As  the 
result  of  our  experience  in  these  two  departments  of  labor, 
we  have  arrived  at  more  definite  knowledge  of  some  of  the 
districts  than  we  should  had  we  simply  spoken  with  and  to 
the  teachers  and  scholars  in  the  schools :  for  back  of  these — 
with  the  parents — we  consider  is  determined  largely  the 
success  or  failure  of  each  term.  This  we  recognize  to  be 
emphatically  true  in  the  districts  with  which  we  have  had  to 
do,  as  they  have  the  general  characteristics  of  village  and 
country  districts  rather  than  those  formed  by  the  customs 
of  the  city. 
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We  deem  it  but  justice  to  report  that,  in  most  cases,  the 
parents  have  cheerfully  cooperated  with  the  committee  and 
the  teachers,  and  have  shown  a  real  interest  by  frequently 
visiting  the  schools.  The  teachers'  returns  from  several 
districts  show  the  visitors  to  be  nearly,  and  in  one  case 
to  exceed,  one  hundred. 

The  teachers  generally  have  been  well  qualified  for  their 
tasks.  Indeed,  the  prudential  committees  have  been  very 
fortunate  in  securing  teachers  of  experience;  which  fact, 
without  doubt,  has  been  one  reason  for  so  universal  success. 
The  teachers  have  had  a  will  to  do  ;  and  their  faithfulness, 
to  the  extent  of  sacrificing  their  own  time  in  many  cases, 
merits  the  gratitude  of  all  interested  in  those  taught.  Not 
only  have  the  teachers  been  well  qualified  and  self-sacrific- 
ing, but  in  other  ways  have  they  shown  that  they  have  a 
true  idea  of  what  their  position  as  teachers  is,  and  that  they 
appreciate  in  no  small  degree  the  responsibility  of  the  trusts 
reposed  in  them.  Care  has  been  taken  by  some  of  the  teach- 
ers to  report,  in  connection  with  the  other  text  books,  "  the 
holy  Bible." 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  a  growing  interest  in 
school  architecture;  also,  improvement  in  proper  classifica- 
tion. Considerable  has  been  done  in  these  directions  the 
past  year.  As  a  whole,  the  school  buildings  are  in  excellent 
condition,  but  to  the  rule  may  be  found  one  or  two  woful 
exceptions.  As  the  result  from  one  of  these  exceptional 
cases,  the 'law  "requiring  the  attendance  of  scholars"  has 
been  violated  by  half  the  scholars  in  the  district  in  their 
absence  the  winter  term.  The  responsibility  of  this,  under 
the  circumstances,  must  rest  on  the  district,  as  the  house 
remains  as  it  is  because  of  disgraceful  wrangling  among 
the  inhabitants.  For  condition  of  school,  see  "  particular 
remarks"  in  District  No.  13. 

Some  of  the  districts  are  so  reduced  in  scholars  that 
some  change  is  advisable.  For  instance :  District  No.  6 
had  only  four  scholars — only  three  legally  ;  District  No.  5 
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had  five  scholars  in  summer  and  ten  in  winter.  These  dis- 
tricts being  contiguous,  might  profitably  unite.  Also  District 
No.  2  being  so  near  Fisherville,  indeed  a  part  of  the  village, 
and  the  village  having  greater  advantages  in  every  respect, 
it  might  be  wise  for  a  union  here. 

The  present  board  of  committee  join  with  the  previous 
committees  in  urging  the  importance  of  districts  furnishing 
apparatus  to  the  schools.  Maps  and  globes  seem  to  us  in- 
dispensable to  the  best  progress  in  education.  For  further 
particulars  we  add  reports  of  each  district ;  also,  statistical 
table  at  the  end. 

GEORGE  G.  HARRIMAN, 
HERBERT  R.  HOWES, 
ISAAC  M.  ABBOTT, 

Superintending  School  Committee. 


District  No.  1. 

Three  terms  have  been  open  the  past  year  ;  two  of  nine 
weeks  each,  and  one  of  twelve.  The  successive  teachers 
were  Mary  R.  Webster,  Anna  W.  Heath,  and  William  E. 
Walker.  All  these  are  experienced  teachers :  under  their 
care  the  school  made  steady  improvement,  which  would  have 
been  increased  by  making  less  changes  of  instructors.  Dis- 
cipline was  correct ;  proficiency  in  studies  good.  Special 
mention  is  due  the  school  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Walker. 
Mr.  W.  is  a  pupil  of  our  State  Normal  School ;  and  the 
gratifying  progress  of  the  school  under  his  care  can  be 
traced  to  the  improved  methods  of  instruction  which  he 
brought  from  Plymouth.  It  should  also  be  said  that  he  had 
previously  taught  in  the  district. 

We  would  suggest  to  the  district  that  either  by  special  tax 
or  by  voluntary  contribution  they  shall  increase  the  school 
money,  and  thus  lengthen  the  school.  They  thus  would 
have  equal  privileges  with  our  best  village  schools.  G. 
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District  No.  2. 

The  two  terms  of  school  have  been  under  the  respective 
care  of  Mary  D.  Fife  and  John  A.  Rowell.  It  was  Miss 
Fife's  first  endeavor  in  the  class-room  ;  she  is  also  a  resi- 
dent of  the  district.  Yet,  under  both  disadvantages,  she 
persevered  to  an  encouraging  result.  The  school  made 
progress  under  her  instruction. 

Illness  of  the  teacher — Mr.  Rowell — brought  the  second 
term  to  an  unexpected  close ;  consequently  we  are  unable 
to  indicate  its  condition  under  his  care.  Visits  during  the 
term  found  the  discipline  mild  but  firm,  and  the  instruc- 
tion careful  and  systematic. 

From  the  nearness  of  this  district  to  Fisherville  with  its 
graded  system,  we  would  advise  a  union  with  District  No.  20. 

G. 

District  No.  4. 

Both  terms  were  under  the  instruction  of  Sarah  P.  Car- 
ter, a  tried  and  successful  teaher.  The  number  of  scholars 
was  small ;  in  consequence  the  school  made  decided  advance 
in  studies  and  deportment.  The  punctuality,  decorum,  and 
studiousness  of  the  scholars  have  been  commendable.  The 
Hillard  series  of  Readers  were  introduced  in  the  last  term. 

G. 

District  No.  5. 

Lottie  M.  Wallace  was  teacher  during  the  year.  The 
wisdom  of  retaining  the  teacher  became  evident.  Constant 
improvement  was  the  result.  Miss  W.  is  gentle,  though 
thorough,  in  her  discipline ;  patient  in  imparting  instruction, 
and  conscientious  in  every  duty.  The  school  appeared  well. 
A  good  degree  of  interest  was  manifested  by  the  patrons. 

G. 

District  No.  6. 

Miss  Etta  F.  Smyth  was  teacher  the  first  term,  and  Miss 
Sarah  F.  Ballard  the  second  term.    Four  scholars  were  in 
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attendance.  They  were  obedient,  interested,  and  diligent.  Ex- 
cellent proficiency  was  attained  in  reading  and  in  arithmetic. 

The  school  is  so  small  in  numbers  and  the  pupils  of  such 
age  and  attainments  as  to  require  so  few  classes  that  the 
teacher  must  bring  and  keep  her  own  enthusiasm  for  the 
work  itself.  The  teachers  have  done  this  with  commenda- 
ble success.    It  is  always  pleasant  to  visit  this  school.  G. 

District  No,  7. 

The  summer  term,  of  ten  weeks,  was  taught  by  Miss 
Carrie  B.  Cottrell. .  Although  this  was  her  first  attempt  at 
teaching,  she  succeeded  in  giving  general  satisfaction.  Miss 
C.  has  a  peculiar  fondness  for  small  children,  and  she  easily 
wins  the  affections  of  her  scholars.  To  the  regret  of  many 
parents  and  scholars  in  this  district,  Miss.  C.  (having  the 
offer  of  a  school  in  the  city)  could  not  be  engaged  for  the 
fall  term. 

The  fall  term,  of  eleven  weeks,  was  taught  by  Miss  Ida  F. 
Dennett ;  this  was  also  her  first  school.  Teaching,  like  every 
other  business,  needs  practice.  Miss  D.  is  a  thorough 
scholar,  and,  without  doubt,  with  experience  will  make  a 
good  teacher.  The  closing  examination,  which  was  wit- 
nessed by  quite  a  number  of  parents  and  friends,  was  cred- 
itable to  both  teacher  and  scholars.  A  dialogue  was  well 
performed  by  several  of  the  older  girls,  who  received  much 
praise  from  those  who  heard  it.  a. 

District  No.  8. 

The  summer  term,  of  ten  weeks,  was  taught  by  Miss  Lila 
M.  Gage.  This  school  was  not  as  successful  as  it  should 
lave  been.  Miss  G.  in  her  remarks  says :  "  It  is  from  no 
fault  of  mine.  I  believe  that  no  teacher  can  fully  perform 
tlieir  duty  without  the  parents  insist  upon  the  constant 
attendance  of  their  scholars." 

The  winter  term,  of  eighteen  weeks,  was  taught  by  Miss 
Alice  P.  Cilley.    This  was  Miss  C.'s  third  term  in  this  dis- 
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trict,  and  she  fully  sustained  her  reputation  as  a  successful 
teacher.  The  examination  at  the  close  of  the  term  was 
highly  interesting,  showing  that  the  united  efforts  of  teacher 
and  pupils  had  made. the  school  both  pleasant  and  profitable. 
A  large  number  of  parents  and  friends  of  the  scholars  were 
present.  In  her  remarks  she  says  :  "  The  attendance  of  the 
scholars  has  been  somewhat  irregular.  Let  nothing  but 
sickness  detain  them  at  home." 

District  No.  12. 

This  district  has  been  enlarged  and  much  improved  by 
the  addition  of  District  No.  19. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  improvement  in  school 
privileges.  A  large  and  convenient  school  building  has 
been  erected  and  furnished,  the  grading  system  introduced, 
and  one  term  added — a  fall  term. 

The  Grammar  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Susan  C.  East- 
man, summer  and  winter  terms  ;  by  Miss  Sophronia  T.  Kim- 
ball, fall  term.  Each  term  was  successful,  and  each  teacher 
ranks  near  the  very  best. 

The  Primary  school  was  intrusted  to  Miss  Sarah  H.  Fi- 
field,  summer  term ;  to  Miss  Helen  J.  Eastman,  the  fall 
and  winter  terms. 

Miss.  F.'s  superior  qualities  as  a  disciplinarian  found  in 
this  school  a  good  field ;  order  and  quiet  prevailed  generally. 
Under  her  teaching  the  scholars  made  the  best  of  progress 
in  most  of  the  studies  pursued. 

Miss  E.  succeeded  very  well,  especially  in  instruction. 
The  scholars  learned  very  much  in  the  two  terms.  The 
examinations  showed  the  interest  had  been  good,  and  that 
the  only  need  was  a  firm  hand  to  rule.  H. 

District  No.  13. 

This  district  sadly  needs  more  real  interest  in  educational 
matters.  The  summer  school  was  in  the  care  of  Alice  Balf, 
an  experienced  teacher.    The  discipline  was  mild,  the  ijt- ! 
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struction  systematic  and  tliorough.  The  school  was  pros- 
perous in  everything,  and  the  scholars  did  themselves  much 
credit  at  the  examination. 

Samuel  N.  Cate  had  charge  of  the  winter  school.  It  was 
reported  to  the  Committee  that  Mr.  C.  used  oaths,  which 
perhaps  was  not  strange,  considering  how  miserable  and 
cold  was  the  school-house.  The  Committee  noticed  immor- 
alities in  some  of  those  attending  school,  which  could  be 
traced  to  this  source  ;  hence,  of  course,  the  conclusion.  The 
very  few  who  remained  till  examination  day  showed  that 
Mr.  C.  knew  his  business  in  teaching. 

P.  S.  The  good  judgment  of  the  teachers  is  evinced  by 
reporting  the  value  of  the  school-house  "  0."  h. 

District  No.  14. 

The  Prudential  Committee  succeeded,  in  getting  Miss 
Sarah  F.  Sanborn  to  teach  the  first  term.  Miss  S.  is  well 
known  as  a  teacher,  and  as  an  old  teacher  in  Ward  2.  This 
term  was  a  very  pleasant  one  to  teacher  and  scholars.  The 
close  of  the  school  showed  good  success  in  study. 

Miss  Nellie  F.  Whittemore  taught  the  second  term  with 

fair  results.    The  large  attendance  of  parents  at  the  close 

of  the  year  made  the  occasion  a  very  pleasant  and  happy 

one.  h. 
District  No.  15. 

First  Term — Miss  E.  A.  Collins,  teacher.  Miss  C.  has 
acquired  a  good  reputation  as  a  teacher.  The  number  of 
scholars  was  small  this  term,  and  did  not  seem  to  inspire 
interest.  The  state  of  wanting  interest  seemed  to  be  mu- 
tual throughout  the  school  and  the  district.  The  school 
therefore  was  hardly  a  decided  success. 

Second  Term — Miss  A.  A.  Locke,  teacher.  Strict  govern- 
ment was  not  maintained  during  this  term  of  school,  yet 
the  teacher  always  appeared  successful  in  her  work.  Her 
amiable  qualities  and  scholarly  bearing  gave  a  good  degree 
of  success.  h. 
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District  No.  16. 

i 

Miss  Mary  Kimball  taught  the  summer  term,  of  seven 
weeks.  Miss  K.  has  taught  nine  terms  in  this  district.  The 
fall  term,  of  fourteen  weeks,  was  commenced  by  Miss  Sarah 
Thompson,  and  continued  until  nearly  its  close,  when,  on 
account  6f  sickness  at  home,  she  left,  and  Miss  M.  E.  Whit- 
temore  finished  the  term. 

The  school  has  been  visited  by  the  Committee  but  twice 
during  the  year.  We  notice  by  the  register  that  five  schol- 
ars out  of  seven,  the  whole  number,  were  neither" absent  nor 
tardy  a  single  half  day  during  the  fourteen  weeks.  We 
wish  we  could  say  as  much  of.  our  larger  schools.  a. 

District  No.  18. 

This  district  has  had  twenty-eight  and  a  half  weeks  of 
schooling  during  the  year — twenty-five  and  a  half  of  which 
Miss  Mary  F.  Underwood  was  the  teacher.  Miss  Underwood 
is  an  experienced  teacher,  having  taught  sixty  months,  as 
reported  in  register,  before  this  term.  We  were  sorry 
to  see  the  large  number  of  absent  and  tardy  marks  in  the 
register.  Fully  one  third  of  the  schooling  in  this  district 
has  been  lost  the  past  year  by  scholars  being  absent.  We 
need  in  this  school  a  more  general  sympathy  and  coopera- 
tion between  the  teacher  and  parents  ;  a  determination  on 
the  part  of  parents  to  keep  their  children  more  regularly  at 
school.  Parents  should  be  slow  to  find  fault  with  the  teach- 
er, until  they  have  at  least  visited  the  school  themselves  and 
witnessed  the  manner  in  which  the  school  is  conducted. 
We  think  the  Prudential  Committee,  Mr.  Geo.  T.  Abbott,  is 
deserving  much  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he  has  dis- 
charged the  duties  devolving  upon  him;  especially  for  his 
frequent  visits  to  the  school-room,  and  for  his  words  of  en- 
couragement to  teacher  and  scholars.  We  noticed  at  our 
last  visit  to  this  school  a  nice  school  bell  which  had  been 
presented  to  the  teacher  by  the  scholars — a  token  of  their 
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good-will  toward  her.  On  account  of  other  engagements 
by  Miss  U.,  the  last  three  weeks  were  taught  by  Miss  S. 
Fannie  Holmes,  who  reports  the  school  as  "  making  as  great 
progress  as  could  be  expected  in  so  short  a  time."  a. 

District  No.  22. 

The  summer  and  winter  schools  have  had  the  same  teacher, 
Miss  Sophronia  T.  Kimball.  Miss  K.  has  taught  in  this  -dis- 
trict four  years,  excepting  one  term.  This  fact  we  consider 
sufficient  commendation.  As  a  reward  for  stability  on  the 
part  of  the  parents  in  employing  the  same  teacher  so  many 
successive  terms,  the  school  ranks  first  in  Ward  2.  The 
two  terms  of  this  year  have  been  fully  satisfactory  in  every 
particular.  H. 
District  No.  23. 

This  district  is  united  with  No.  1,  in  Bow,  and  for  the 
past  year  has  been  taught  by  Miss  Mary  C.  Heath,  of  Bow. 
Nine  scholars  are  reported  from  Concord,  and  eleven  from 
Bow.  Miss  Heath  conducted  the  school  to  the  very  general 
satisfaction  of  the  district.  The  register  was  kept  neatly 
and  reliably,  which  any  one  who  has  had  school  returns  to 
make  out  knows  how  to  appreciate.  a. 

District  No.  24. 

This  is  a  Union  district  with  Hopkinton.  Three  terms, 
of  thirty-one  weeks,  were  taught  by  Miss  Sarah  U.  Kimball, 
who  gave  good  satisfaction.  She  reports  parents  interested, 
and  scholars  studious  and  respectful. 

This  district  has  practised  keeping  the  same  teacher 
through  the  year.  a. 
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REPORT  OF  DISTRICT  NO.  3. 


The  Superintending  School  Committee  of  School  District 
No.  3,  in  the  City  of  Concord,  under  the  Somersworth  Act, 
respectfully  submit  the  following  as  their  annual  report : 

We  have  had  two  schools  of  three  terms  each — Primary 
and  Grammar.  The  summer  and  fall  terms  were  ten  weeks 
each,  and  the  winter  term  of  twelve  weeks,  making  an  av- 
erage of  ten  and  two  thirds  weeks  for  each  term,  and  in  all, 
thirty-two  weeks. 

Female  teachers  were  employed  in  the  summer  and  fall 
terms,  and  their  wages,  including  board,  per  month  as  fol- 
lows :  In  the  Primary,  $30,  and  Grammar,  $32  ;  making  an 
average  of  $31.  In  the  winter  term  in  the  Primary  school 
a  female  was  employed  at  $32  per  month,  including  board, 
and  a  male  teacher  in  the  Grammar  school  at  $50,  making 
an  average  of  $41. 

Competent  and  efficient  teachers  were  employed,  and  the 
committee  are  happy  to  state  that  the  schools  through  the 
past  year  were  never  more  profitable  and  successful.  The 
schools  were  harmonious  and  pleasant,  and  order,  govern- 
ment, and  deportment  maintained.  The  teachers  labored 
successfully  to  give  thorough  instruction  in  all  the  studies 
pursued  in  the  schools,  and,  for  once,  no  time  has  been  lost 
in  preparing  scholars  for  an  exhibition. 

Taking  the  number  of  scholars  and  their  ages  in  the  Pri- 
mary school  of  three  terms,  the  average  being  fifty-five,  and 
their  average  age  six  years,  the  quiet,  order,  and  deportment 
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were  praiseworthy,  and  the  teacher,  Miss  Louise  G.  Abbott, 
is  commended  for  her  success  in  government. 

The  Grammar  school,  summer  and  fall  terms,  was  alter- 
nately under  the  instruction  of  Miss  Hannah  S.  Earnum 
and  Miss  Nellie  M.  Chase.  The  schools  were  fully  up  to 
the  average  in  respect  to  the  progress  in  studies,  order,  and 
government. 

The  winter  term  in  the  Grammar  school  was  under  the 
instruction  of  Mr.  Thomas  Richardson.  He  is  an  experi- 
enced teacher,  thorough  in  his  instruction,  and  scholars  made 
fine  progress  in  their  several  studies.  His  manners  are 
pleasant  and  commanding  in  the  school-room. 

One  general  complaint  in  our  schools  is  too  many  classes, 
and  to  obviate  the  difficulty  the  committee  recommend  a 
further  classification  of  the  schools ;  and  we  believe  then,  by 
having  three  schools,  much  greater  progress  will  be  made 
and  much  difficulty  overcome. 

SIMEON  ABBOTT, 
WALTER  S.  LOUGEE, 
GEORGE  PARTRIDGE, 

Superintending  School  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  DISTRICT  NO.  20. 


To  the  Legal  Voters  of  said  District : 

In  submitting  their  annual  report,  your  Committee,  in  the 
first  place,  wish  to  congratulate  the  district  upon  the  general 
prosperity  of  their  schools.  Evils  may  exist,  and  without 
doubt  do  to  a  certain  extent,  but  we  see  so  much  more  to 
praise  than  to  censure,  that  existing  evils  soon  pass  from 
sight.  Our  schools  for  the  past  year,  with  the  exception  of 
one  term,  have  been  under  the  charge  of  the  same  teachers 
as  were  employed  one  year  ago,  and  were  as  follows :  Sec- 
ond Primary,  Miss  Lizzie  E.  Rolfe  ;  First  Primary,  Mrs.  Abie 
B,  Goodwin ;  Intermediate,  Miss  Julia  A.  Abbott ;  Gram- 
mar, Miss  Ellen  K.  Abbott.  Miss  Rolfe  commenced  her 
first  term,  but  during  the  second  week  of  school,  her  health 
failed,  and  she  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Laura  E.  Shepard. 
Your  Committee  feel  justified  in  saying  that  all  of  our 
teachers  have  labored  with  an  untiring  zeal  for  the  wel- 
fare of  their  scholars,  and  in  the  closing  examinations  evi- 
dences were  visible  that  their  labors  had  been  crowned  with 
success.  And  the  fact  that  our  teachers  retain  their  places 
so  long  in  our  schools,  speaks  more  in  their  praise  than  any 
words  of  ours. 
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TABLE  OF  ATTENDANCE. 


Second  Primary, 
First  Primary,.. . 
Intermediate,... . 
Grammar,  


Term. 

Length  in 
weeks. 

Whole 
number. 

Average 
attendance. 

Wages  p'r  month. 

Summer . 

11 

50 

44 

$24.00 

Fall  , . . 

12 

46 

37 

24.00 

Winter  . . 

12 

47 

34 

24.00 

Summer . 

11 

47 

40 

28.00 

Fall  

12 

52 

43 

28.00 

Winter . . 

12 

43 

36 

28.00 

Summer . 

11 

55 

45 

32.00 

Fall 

12 

42 

36 

32.00 

Winter.. . 

12 

45 

37 

32.00 

Summer . 

11 

39 

31 

36.00 

12 

31 

24 

36.00 

Winter  . 

12 

42 

34 

36.00 

The  late  session  of  the  Teachers'  Institute,  holden  in  our 
village,  was  calculated  to  awaken  a  new  interest  in  our 
schools.  The .  able  corps  of  assistants  which  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction  called  around  him,  was  evi- 
dence of  the  magnitude  of  the  work  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged. Our  institutes  are  for  a  wise  and  good  purpose,  but 
there  are  evils  existing  in  all  schools  which  the  institute 
cannot  reach.  The  evils  arising  from  tardiness  and  truancy, 
in  the  judgment  of  your  Committee,  can  only  be  reached  by 
a  proper  truant  officer,  and,  sooner  or  later,  all  districts  like 
ours. will  avail  themselves  of  the  statute  creating  such  an 
officer ;  and  we  trust  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
all  the  friends  of  good  schools  and  good  order  will  cheer- 
fully acquiesce  in  a  system  of  education  such  as  will  insure 
the  prosperity  and  success  of  our  common  schools. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

ABIAL  ROLFE, 
FRANK  A.  ABBOTT, 

Superintending  School  Committee. 


Thirteenth  Annual  Report  of  tlie  Board  of  Education 

OF  UNION  SCHOOL  DISTRICT. 


The  Board  of  Education  respectfully  present  this  their 
Thirteenth  Annual  Eeport  of  the  condition  of  the  public 
schools  of  Union  School  District. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  in  our  schools  the  past  year 
is  1833 — an  increase  of  106  over  the  number  of  the  preced- 
ing year.  They  have  been  distributed  among  the  various 
schools,  as  shown  by  the  following  table,  which  gives  the 
number  of  scholars  and  average  attendance  in  each  school : 

STATISTICAL  TABLE. 


SCHOOLS. 


High  School. 


GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 


Franklin  Street, 

Merrimack,  

Centre,  

Rumford,  

Penacook,  


INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOLS. 


State  Street,  North  End,. 

Merrimack,  

Centre,  

Spring  Street,  

Rumford,  

Penacook,  


PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 


State  Street,  North  End,  

Franklin  Street,  

Merrimack,  

Union  Street,  First  Division,,. . 
Union  Street,  Second  Division, 

Centre,  

Spring  Street,  

Myrtle  Street,  First  Division,. . 
Myrtle  Street,  Second  Division, 

Rumford,  

Penacook,  First  Division,  

Penacook,  Second  Division,  


MIXED  SCHOOL. 


Bow  Brook,. 


<x> 

>. 

O 

CO 

Is 

rerage 
;endan< 

pq 

o 

o 
H 

<t 

118 

60 

178 

120 

24 

28 

52 

36 

64 

56 

120 

99 

65 

49 

114 

94 

65 

68 

133 

100 

34 

37 

71 

53 

252 

238 

490 

382 

19 

31 

50  ' 

38 

26 

28 

54 

42 

31 

35 

66 

51 

30 

25 

55 

40 

38 

20 

58 

44 

28 

34 

62 

46 

172 

173 

345 

261 

32 

31 

63 

38 

34 

42 

76 

39 

20 

37 

57 

38 

18 

25 

43 

32 

29 

31 

60 

39 

30 

29 

59 

43 

35 

32 

67 

39 

15 

33 

48 

35 

38 

36 

74 

47 

47 

25 

72 

51 

31 

43 

74 

47 

39 

51 

90 

56 

368 

415 

783 

505 

13 

24 

37 

27 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 


SCHOOLS. 


High  School,  

Grammar  Schools,  . . . 
Intermediate  Schools, 

Primary  Schools,  

Bow  Brook  (mixed),  . 


173 

490 
345 
783 
37 


120 
382 
261 
504 
27 


1833 


1294 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  table  that  the  average 
attendance  during  the  year  was  only  1294,  or  a  little  over  70 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  scholars,  while  the  pre- 
vious year  the  average  attendance  was  76  per  cent.  This 
can  be  explained  in  part  by  an  unusual  number  of  absences 
on  account  of  illness,  occasioned  by  a  very  general  vaccina- 
tion of  the  children. 

This  explanation,  however,  still  leaves  a  larger  number  of 
absences  than  should  be  deemed  reasonable.  Some  irregu- 
larity, especially  among  the  smaller  children,  is  of  course 
natural  and  unavoidable.  But  too  many  cases  of  inexcusa- 
ble absences  are  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  board  to 
permit  them  to  pass  over  the  matter  without  comment. 
There  are  many  children  who  habitually,  when  opportunity 
presents  itself,  absent  themselves  without  leave.  These  chil- 
dren not  only  lose  the  advantages  of  an  education,  and  ac- 
quire habits  which  are  injurious  to  themselves  and  disas- 
trous to  society,  but  they  interfere  seriously  with  the  good 
order  and  discipline  of  the  schools.  If  we  do  not  regard  the 
welfare  of  the  truants,  we  are  compelled  to  take  measures  to 
remedy  the  evil,  that  those  who  are  regular  in  attendance 
may  not  be  injured. 

One  boy,  during  the  past  year,  has  been  sent  to  the  Reform 
School,  all  other  measures  having  failed  to  correct  his  ten- 
dency to  disregard  the  rules.  In  other  cases,  the  members 
of  the  board  have  tried  milder  measures,  with  varying  sue- 


19 


cess.  But  while  we  can  reach  those  who  attend  with  some 
regularity,  we  cannot,  as  a  board,  get  at  those  who  neglect 
to  appear  at  all.  Such  duties  could  best  be  discharged  by  a 
truant  officer,  who  might  be  specially  detailed  for  this  duty 
from  the  police  force.  The  services  of  such  an  officer  for  a 
week  or  two  each  term  would  be  very  efficient  in  removing 
the  trouble. 

The  state  laws  require  the  board  to  refuse  admittance  to 
school  of  children  who  have  never  been  vaccinated.  To 
avoid  all  future  necessity  of  special  enforcement  of  this  law, 
the  board  has  made  a  general  regulation  requiring  all  chil- 
dren desiring  admission  to  present  a  certificate  of  successful 
vaccination,  signed  by  some  physician. 

The  officers  of  the  board  the  past  year  have  been, — Presi- 
dent, Rev.  Elisha  Adams ;  Secretary,  William  M.  Chase, 
Esq. ;  Financial  Agent,  P.  B.  Cogswell,  Esq. 

The  committees  have  remained  the  same  as  last  year,  ex- 
cept that  Mr.  Pillsbury's  place  on  the  High  School  commit- 
tee has  been  filled  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  on  the  South  End 
committee  by  Mr.  Crippin.  Twenty-two  meetings  have  been 
held  during  the  year. 

The  resignation  of  Hazen  Pickering,  Esq.,  followed  not 
long  afterwards  by  his  death,  deprived  the  district  of  an  ef- 
ficient officer.  The  members  of  the  board,  with  which  he 
had  been  connected  for  many  years,  are  glad  to  avail  them- 
selves of  this  opportunity  to  manifest  their  appreciation  of 
the  many  sterling  qualities  of  their  late  associate.  He  was 
always  foremost  in  the  discharge  of  the  oftentimes  arduous 
duties  of  the  office.  Having  had  large  experience  as  a  teach- 
er, he  knew  what  to  expect  in  a  good  school,  and  could  ap- 
preciate and  make  allowances  for  the  obstacles  to  be  over- 
come by  the  teacher  or  scholar,  as  well  as  mark  deficiencies 
that  could  be  corrected.  Both  in  his  official  capacity  and  as 
a  friend  we  regret  his  loss. 

The  teachers  of  the  several  schools  in  the  district  at  the 
present  time  are : 


20 


HIGH  SCHOOL. 

J.  D.  Bartley,  Principal ;  Miss  Abby  B.  Parker  and  Miss 
Laura  Carlton,  Assistants. 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 

Merrimack, — Mrs.  Rosa  Ackernian,  Principal ;  Miss  Laura 
A.  Webster,  Assistant. 

Centre, — Miss  Carrie  Hewitt,  Principal;  Miss  Julia  M. 
Johnson,  Assistant. 

Rumford, —  Miss  Metta  C.  Davis,  Principal;  Miss  Helen 
McG.  Ayers,  Assistant. 

Penacook, — Miss  Paulina  L.  Bowen. 

Franklin  Street, — Miss  Addie  S.  Hill. 

INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOLS. 

State  Street,  North  End, — Miss  Sarah  E.  Rounds. 

Merrimack, — Miss  Eliza  J.  Day. 

Centre, — Miss  J.  F.  Nutter. 

Spring  Street, — Miss  Minnie  A.  Ayers. 

Rumford, — Miss  Lucy  M.  Gillis. 

Penacook, — Miss  Anna  W.  Chickering. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

State  Street,  North  End, — Miss  Annie  E.  G.  Fifield. 

Franklin  Street, — Miss  Lila  M.  Gage. 
,  Merrimack,— Miss  Sarah  E.  Fifield. 

Union  Street.  First  Division,— Mrs.  S.  R.  Crockett. 
Second  Division, — Miss  Susan  R.  Moulton. 

Centre,— Miss  M.  D.  Nutter. 

Spring  Street, — Miss  Nellie  S.  Dunklee. 

Myrtle  Street.  First  Division, — Miss  Carrie  Cottrell. 
Second  Division, — Miss  Cordelia  A.  Sanborn. 

Rumford, — Miss  Lizzie  Burleigh. 

Penacook.    First  Division, — Miss  Hannah  Bell.  .  Second 
Division, — Miss  Mary  A.  Abbott. 
Bow  Brook, — Miss  Clara  E.  Thayer. 
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Miss  Sarah  E.  Blair,  for  many  years  the  efficient  assistant 
in  the  High  School,  taught  the  first  two  terms  of  the  year, 
and  was  then  granted  leave  of  absence  for  the  winter  term 
just  finished,  and  for  the  coming  spring  term. 

The  ether  teachers  employed  during  the  year  were  Miss 
S.  M.  F.  Emery,  Miss  Annie  Hill,  Miss  Kate  Watson,  Miss 
Laura  J.  Bartlett,  Miss  Emma  Hidden,  Miss  Abby  E.  Morse, 
Miss  Henrietta  J.  Evans. 

The  receipts  have  been  as  follows  for  the  past  year :  Cash 
on  hand  from  last  year,  $629.88  ;  City  of  Concord,  $11,305  ; 
extra  district  tax,  $5,725.00 ;  library  fund,  $97.68 ;  City 
of  Concord,  concrete  account,  $15.17  ;  total,  $17,772.73. 

The  expenditures  have  been  as  follows :  Teachers,  $13, 
439.00;  wood,  $1,225.62;  insurance,  $351.25;  care  of 
houses,  $544.25  ;  cleaning  houses,  $97.12 ;  repairs ,$1,0 6 6. 6 8  ; 
supplies,  $647.66 ;  miscellaneous,  $393.31 ;  leaving  a  bal- 
ance on  hand  of  $7.84. 

With  a  view  to  encourage  punctuality  and  regularity  of 
attendance,  the  board  voted  to  insert  in  the  annual  report  the 
names  of  those  scholars  in  the  High  and  Grammer  schools 
that  were  not  absent  nor  tardy  during  the  year.  In  accord- 
ance with  that  vote,  we  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  the 
following : 

High  School.  Carroll  Hutchins,  Wells  H.  Johnson,  Chas. 
L.  Fellows,  Edward  H.  Farnsworth,  Wendell  P.  Ladd,  Eph- 
raim  Morrill;  May  E.  Batchelder,  Sarah  F.  Ballard,  Jessie 
Fisher,  Mary  A.  Gilbert,  Lizzie  A.  Hill,  Lottie  E.  Stewart, 
Mabel  Stokes,  Lottie  A.  Thompson,  Ada  L.  Batchelder,  Lilla 
A.  Baker,  Anna  O.  Donovan,  Mary  H.  Greeley,  Emma  J. 
Hunt,  Louise  Shattuck,  Ida  Moore,  Eudora  M.  Young. 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 

Merrimack.  First  Division, — Willie  C.  Badger,  Edgar  B. 
Marston,  Charles  A.  Robinson;  Alice  M.  Jones,  Marion 
Shattuck,.  Cora  F.  Davis,  Minnie  B.  Elwell,  Clara  B.  Ford, 
Maggie  Perley,  Addie  B.  Titcomb,  Etta  L.  Lincoln.    Nat.  E. 
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Martin  has  not  been  absent  during  the  year,  but  has  been 
tardy  once.  Second  Division, — Ella  Plastridge,  Belle  Abbott, 
Minnie  Ladd,  Susie  Holt ;  Charlie  George,  Frank  Davis. 

Centre.  First  Division, — Chas.  Gannon,  Chas.  Sherburne, 
Belle  Rines,  Abbie  Davis,  Lizzie  Sylvester.  Second  Divi- 
sion,— Eva  Johnson,  Ned  Jones,  Daniel  O'Connell,  Samuel 
Webster,  Louisa  F.  Johnson,  Ella  M.  Flanders. 

Rumford.  First  Division, — Lilla  Annable,  Jennie  Stevens, 
Allie  Harvey,  Eddie  Peacock,  Walter  Rich.  Second  Divi- 
sion,— Eddie  Sargent,  Lizzie  Hancock. 

Penacook,  —  Westly  J.  Merrill,  Walter  A.  Mitchell, 
Wm.  0.  McCauley,  ¥m.  W.  Rich,  Charles  A.  White ;  Han- 
nah Kelleher,  Mary  Kelleher,  Charlotte  Lewis,  Mary  J.  Sex- 
ton. 

The  High  School  still  continues  its  successful  career  un- 
der the  management  of  Mr.  Bartley  and  the  assistant  teach- 
ers, all  of  whom  have  faithfully  and  earnestly  contributed  to 
the  result.  One  of  the  graduates  of  last  year  passed  a  suc- 
cessful examination  and  was  admitted  to  Harvard  college, 
of  which,  in  view  of  the  high  standard  there  maintained,  and 
of  the  facilities  at  our  disposal,  we  may  well  be  proud. 

The  graduating  exercises  were  attended  by  the  usual  large 
number  of  our  citizens,  who  take  this  opportunity  of  mani- 
festing their  interest  in  the  school.  The  essays  and  orations 
of  the  members  of  the  graduating  class  were  highly  credit- 
able to  their  authors.  The  board  regret,  however,  to  see 
that  the  expenses  of  graduation  day  are  on  the  increase. 
While  it  would  perhaps  be  inexpedient  and  undesirable  to 
attempt  to  regulate  the  extent  of  or  cost  of  uniformity  of 
dress  for  the  young  ladies,  we  may  at  least  say  that  no  one 
should  attempt  a  style  which  is  beyond  the  easy  reach  of 
any  member  of  the  class,  and  that  the  Horatian  rule  of 
"  plain  in  thy  neatness  "  would  not  be  wholly  inapplicable  to 
graduation  day. 

Wm.  M.  Chase,  Esq.,  in  behalf  of  the  board,  presented  the 
diplomas  to  the  following  members  of  the  graduating  class : 
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James  Hoit,  Carroll  Hutchins,  Manley  A.  Raymond, 
Fred  A.  Robinson,  Metta  E.  Abbott,  May  E.  Batchelder, 
Sarah  F.  Ballard,  Mary  S.  Bickford.,  Ida  A.  Clough,  Jessie 
M.  Fisher,  Mary  A.  Gilbert,  Lizzie  A.  Hill,  Lucy  F.  Morse, 
Mary  H.  O'Connor,  Lottie  E.  Stewart,  Mabel  Stokes,  Lottie 
A.  Thompson,  Sarah  F.  Thompson. 

The  Penacook  school-house  was  dedicated  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  and  schools  have  since  been  kept  in 
it  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  that  portion  of  the  district 
accommodated  by  it.  The  u  Eleven  Lots"  school  has  been 
discontinued  as  was  contemplated,  without  serious  inconven- 
ience to  any  one,  and  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  scholars, 
as  we  believe.  The  new  house,  in  spite  of  the  enlarged  accom- 
modations, is  now  completely  filled,  and  the  rapid  growth  of 
the  southerly  part  of  the  district  indicates  that  a  new  Pri- 
mary school  will  be  required  before  long.  The  board  would 
suggest  that  it  might  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  district  to 
secure  a  lot  in  the  south-westerly  portion  of  the  district,  to 
which  possibly  one  of  our  frame  houses  may  be  moved. 

The  need  of  a  new  house  at  the  North  End  is  imperative. 
A  valuable  and  suitable  lot  has  been  secured.  The  old  house 
is  entirely  unsuited  to  the  present  demands.  As  soon  as  a 
new  building  is  erected,  the  Grammar  school  on  Franklin 
street  should  be  removed  to  it.  Then  if  that  or  the  Bow 
Brook  house,  of  which  only  one  room  is  now  used,  could  be 
moved  to  some  point  intermediate  between  the  two,  the  other 
could  be  sold  for  other  purposes. 

The  old  brick  school-house  on  State  street  was  two  years 
ago  carefully  examined  by  the  committee  appointed  to  erect 
the  Penacook  house,  and  then  declared  to  be  not  worth 
repairing.  It  certainly  has  not  improved  any  since  that 
time.  It  is  everything  incommodious  and  unsuitable. 
The  seats  and  desks  are  old  and  uncomfortable.  Some 
immediate  action  should  be  taken  towards  the  erection  of 
the  new  house.    The  location  of  the  old  house  is  a  good  one 
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for  a  dwelling,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  lot  and  old 
house  will  bring  a  good  price  at  auction. 

The  intelligent  supervision  of  so.  many  schools,  the  keep- 
ing of  those  of  the  same  grade  on  a  uniform  course  of  study, 
the  correction  of  minor  faults  among  the  teachers,  the  com- 
parison of  the  different  methods  of  teaching  and  the  intro- 
duction of  new  ideas,  and  the  care  of  the  numerous  cases  of 
discipline  that  constantly  arise,  really  demand  at  the  pres- 
ent time  more  careful  and  thorough  attention  than  can  be 
given  by  members  of  the  board.  The  schools,  it  is  true,  are 
all  visited  during  each  term,  and  subjected  to  as  careful  an 
examination  as  we  can  give.  But  if  it  was  the  duty  of  one 
person  to  devote  the  whole  or  a  large  portion  of  his  time  to 
a  constant  examination  of  the  schools  in  the  district,  we 
believe  it  would  be  time  well  spent. 

Concord  has  already  acquired  an  enviable  reputation  for 
the  thoroughness  of  the  education  furnished  by  its  common 
schools.  We  believe  that  the  schools  are  surpassed  by  none 
in  our  own  State,  and  by  few  in  the  other  New  England 
States.  By  the  appointment  of  a  superintendent  of  schools, 
we  should  add  a  very  desirable  feature  to  our  present  organ- 
ization. Such  an  officer  would  contribute  much  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  schools.  It  is  true  that  the  salary  of  such  an 
officer  would  be  a  considerable  item.  But  so  long  as  our 
grammar  schools  are  taught  wholly  by  female  teachers,  it 
would  seem  that  the  district  could  well  afford  the  outlay. 
The  employment  of  a  competent  superintendent  would  really 
be  constituting  a  male  principal  over  all  the  schools  of  that 
grade,  on  whom  the  acting  principals  could  at  any  time  call 
for  council  or  assistance.  It  is  quite  difficult,  when  a  vacancy 
occurs,  to  find  good  teachers  for  those  schools.  With  the 
assistance  of  a  superintendent,  the  responsibilities  of  the 
place  would  be  diminished,  and  we  should  be  able  to  con- 
tinue our  present  system. 

We  believe  that  as  a  whole  our  teachers  deserve  hearty 
commendation  from  our  citizens.    There  is  no  more  useful 
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class  in  our  community.  While  they  may  not  all  be  of  an 
equal  degree  of  excellence,  it  is  not  desirable  to  particularize 
the  more  prominent.  We  therefore  close  our  report  with 
the  earnest  hope  that  they  may  receive  the  hearty  coopera- 
tion of  all  parents,  and  that  the  interest  which  we  know  is 
felt  in  our  common  schools  may  be  manifested  by  those  fre- 
quent visits  which  encourage  both  teacher  and  scholar. 

Elisha  Adams, 
Wm.  M.  Chase, 
Joseph  B.  Walker, 
P.  B.  Cogswell, 
J.  V.  Barron, 
H.  J.  Crippin, 
Samuel  C.  Eastman, 
A.  J.  Prescott, 
Amos  Hadley, 

Board  of  Education  of  Union  School  District, 


AMOUNT  EXPENDED  FOR  SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOL- 
HOUSES. 


The  sum  raised  by  the  city  for  the  support  of 


schools  the  past  year,  was  $15,000.00 

Literary  Fund,  733.20 

Eaised  by  Union  School  District,  additional,  5,725.00 
Raised  by  Union  School  District  for  school-house 

debt,  6,000.00 

Books  for  School  Library,  •  30.00 
School  District  No.  1,  in  part  payment  for  a  new 

school-house,  750.00 


26 


School  District  No.  12,  for  school-house  debt,  1,550.00 
School  District  No.  13,  in  part  payment  for  a  new 

school-house,  500.00 

School  District  No.  20,  additional  for  schools,  200.00 

Making  the  sum  appropriated  for  educational 

purposes  the  past  year,  130,488.20 


Of  this  sum  there  was  paid  for  the  support  of  schools,  to 


District  No.  1, 

the  sum  of 

$182.56 

u 

2, 

66 

135.56 

66 

3, 

.  a 

605.56 

a 

4, 

66 

121.56 

a 

5, 

66 

117.56 

a 

6, 

66 

Q7  ^fi 

u 

7, 

66 

150.56 

a 

8, 

66 

175.56 

u 

12, 

66 

476.12 

•  u 

13, 

66 

164.12 

a 

14, 

66 

118.56 

66 

15, 

66 

99.56 

66 

16, 

66 

116.73 

66 

18, 

66 

248.56 

66 

20, 

66 

1,312.5.6 

66 

22, 

66 

166.56 

66 

23, 

66 

77.48 

66 

24, 

66 

51.00 

66 

18, 

66 

25.48 

Union  School  District,  Nos.  9, 10,  and  11, 

17,097.68 

MAYOE'S  ADDEESS. 


Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council : 

Having  been  elected  by  the  free  suffrages  of  our  fellow 
citizens  to  administer  the  affairs  of  this  city,  and  assembled 
here  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  city  charter,  and 
taken  the  oath  of  office,  it  becomes  us  to  remember  with 
gratitude  the  goodness  of  God,  through  which  we  have  en- 
joyed freedom  from  the  disasters  which  have  fallen  with 
ruinous  effect  upon  other  communities  in  our  land,  and  to 
appreciate  rightly  the  peace  and  good  order  which  a  wise 
administration  of  law  is  calculated  to  secure.  Prosperity 
has  attended  all  departments-  of  business  in  our  city,  and 
the  growing  spirit  of  enterprise  among  our  capitalists,  me- 
chanics, and  active  men,  gives  promise  of  greater  prosperity 
in  the  future.  I  cannot  but  express  a  feeling  of  high  satis- 
faction as  I  look  back  over  a  period  of  twenty-three  years' 
residence,  and  recall  no  time  when  our  beloved  city  pos- 
sessed all  the  elements  of  material,  educational,  and  religious 
advancement  in  such  abundance  as  to-day. 

FINANCES. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  city,  as  appears  by  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  is  as  follows : 

City  bonds,  ,  $2*45,800.00 

City  State  House  bonds,  ....  96,400.00 
Precinct  State  House  bonds,  .  '  .  .  •  50,000.00 
Interest  to  February  1,  1872,       ...       .  6,250.00 


Total  funded  debt, 


$398,450.00 
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Total  funded  debt,  brought  forward, 
Floating  debt  and  interest,  . 
Outstanding  accounts  and  claims, 


.  $398,450.00 
3,533.25 
8,514.91 


Total  debt,  . 
Available  assets,  . 


.  $410,498.16 
.  56;718.33 


Indebtedness, 


$353,779.83 


Of  the  bonds  mentioned,  $2,500  become  due  April  1, 
18T2,  and  $9,000  become  due  January  1, 1873,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  which,  and  the  interest  on  the  whole  debt,  pro- 
vision must  be  made  on  making  the  appropriations  this 
year. 

By  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  July  15,  1871, 
authorizing  the  State  to  make  a  limited  reimbursement  of 
their  municipal  war  expenditures,  the  sum  of  $77,372.22 
has  been  allowed  the  city  of  Concord  as  our  quota.  Before 
the  city  can  receive  this  amount,  it  must  surrender  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  State  evidence  of  its  indebtedness  equal  to 
the  amount  allowed.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  quota 
due  the  city  under  the  provisions  of  said  act  will  be  ac- 
cepted, but  in  order  to  obtain  the  money  an  agent  must  be 
appointed  to  surrender  the  bonds  of  the  city,  which  consti- 
tute the  evidence  of  indebtedness.  I  desire  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  necessity  of  early  action  on  this  subject. 


The  cause  of  education  in  our  city  is  attracting  increased 
attention.  My  experience  is,  that  no  part  of  the  public  tax 
is  so  cheerfully  paid  as  that  which  is  assessed  for  the  sup- 
port of  schools,  and  erecting  and  furnishing  school-houses. 
I  trust  that  in  making  the  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
schools,  means  will  be  supplied  to  meet  the  increased  de- 
mand, and  keep  up  the  interest  in  our  schools  which  a 
growing  and  prosperous  community  requires. 


EDUCATION. 
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THE  POOR  AND  CITY  FARM. 

We  have  always  with  us  some  whom  misfortune,  sickness, 
or  imprudence  has  brought  into  a  condition  to  demand  our 
sympathies  and  aid.  By  a  wise  provision  of  law,  you  are 
invested  with  power,  and  required,  to  make  provision  for 
such  persons.  The  accommodations  made  for  those  at  the 
city  farm  are  sufficient,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
report  of  the  committee,  just  published,  which  shows  that 
the  farm  is  very  productive,  and  under  good  management, 
rendering  no  special  appropriation  necessary  for  the  current 
year. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  public  library,  by  the  successful  manner  in  which  it 
has  accomplished  the  purpose  for  which 'it  was  established, 
commends  itself  to  our  fostering  care. 

There  are  now  5,777  volumes  in  circulation,  and  six  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  persons  have  taken  books  during  the 
year.  The  receipts,  including  an  appropriation  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  amount  to  SS91.12  ;  expenses,  $850.31.  I 
recommend  an  appropriation  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
expended  for  the  purchase  of  books. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  this  branch  of  the  public 
service  was  never  more  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  duty,  or 
its  usefulness  more  apparent,  that  at  this  time.  The  intro- 
duction of  water  from  Long  Pond  will  suggest  and  require 
many  changes,  but  a  detailed  statement  of  its  present  con- 
dition and  prospective  wants  is  rendered  unnecessary  by  the 
report  of  the  chief  engineer,  soon  to  be  laid  before  you,  and 
to  which  you  are  referred  for  full  information  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

STREETS  AND  BRIDGES. 

The  repairs  of  our  streets  and  maintenance  of  an  unusual 
number  of  bridges  will  always  constitute  a  large  item  in 
our  expenditures.  Permanent  improvements  in  those  streets 
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through  which  sewers  and  the  main  and  service  pipes  of  the 
water  works  are  to  be  laid,  would  not  seem  to  be  advisable 
until  those  enterprises  are  completed.  We  have  a  large 
number  of  wooden  bridges  to  maintain,  requiring  constant 
attention.  I  have  been  informed  that  the  bridge  over  the 
Contoocook,  at  Fisherville,  needs  to  be  either  repaired  or 
rebuilt.  I  commend  this  subject  to  your  early  attention, 
and,  if  it  is  found  necessary,  would  recommend  an  appro- 
priation to  meet  the  expense.  So  far  as  I  am  informed,  the 
ordinary  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges  throughout  the  city 
will  require  no  increased  appropriation. 

CEMETERIES.  • 

Twelve  years  ago  the  lot  of  land  now  comprising  Blos- 
som Hill  Cemetery  was  purchased  at  a  cost  of  about  14,800. 
Lots  for  burial  have  been  sold,  amounting  to  more  than 
$ 11,000 ;  part  of  this  amount  has  been  expended  in  improv- 
ing the  grounds,  and  the  balance  applied  to  the  payment  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  original  purchase  money. 
The  rapidity  with  which  the  present  grounds  have  been  sold 
makes  it  apparent  that  larger  space  will  be  indispensable  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  future. 

RAILEOADS. 

The  Sugar  River  Railroad  has  been  completed  to  Newport. 
Of  the  $50,000  appropriated  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
this  road ,  one  half  has  been  paid  the  past  year.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  the  whole  line  will  be  completed  during  the  year, 
when  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  will  be  required.  I 
recommend  that  so  much  of  this  sum  as  is  practicable  be 
raised  by  taxation  this  year.  On  the  completion  of  this 
road  the  railroad  facilities  of  our  city  will  be  completed, 
with  the  exception  of  a  connection  from  Hillsborough  to 
Peterborough,  and  Concord  to  Rochester.  There  is  an 
increasing  unanimity  of  feeling  among  our  citizens  that  the 
prosperity  and  growth  of  Concord  demand  the  speedy  com- 
pletion of  these  enterprises.    I  trust,  therefore,  that  they 
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will  be  regarded  with  favor,  and  such  aid  rendered  as  their 
importance  demands. 

WATER. 

For  several  years  past,  the  atten&on  of  our  citizens  has 
been  called  to  Long  Pond  as  the  most  suitable  source  for  an 
adequate  supply  of  water  for  the  use  of  the  city.  After 
a  thorough  investigation  by  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
city  council,  they  recommended  that  measures  be  taken,  in 
behalf  of  the  city  to  obtain  the  necessary  legislation  to  accom- 
plish so  desirable  an  object.  In  June  last  the  Legislature 
passed  "  an  act  to  authorize  the  city  of  Concord  to  estab- 
lish water  works  in  said  city."  By  authority  of  this  act  qur 
immediate  predecessors  passed  an  ordinance,  and  under  it 
elected  an  able  board  of  water  commissioners,  who  have 
accepted  the  responsible  position  assigned  them,  and  com- 
menced their  labors.  The  duty  will  devolve  upon  us  to 
provide  said  commissioners  with  the  means  to  carry  on  this 
work  by  the  issue  of  bonds  as  provided  by  the  ordinance. 

SEWERS. 

The  introduction  of  water  in  larger  quantities  than  here- 
tofore will  increase  the  necessity  for  carrying  forward  the 
system  of  sewerage,  so  well  begun,  as  rapidly  as  possible ; 
but  the  amount  of  money  required  for  the  extension  of  the 
Sugar  River  Railroad  to  Claremont  the  present  year,  sug- 
gests that  all  those  points  which  are  not  a  clear  necessity 
be  deferred  to  another  year.  I  desire  to  call  your  attention, 
however,  to  the  sewer  laid  through  Washington  and  Main 
streets  to  a  point  opposite  the  residence  of  Ivory  Hall, 
which  by  the  plan  is  made  to  discharge  its  contents  near 
Free  bridge.  I  am  informed  that  the  outlet  of  this  sewer 
is  now  fixed  at  a  point  opposite  the  steam  mill,  thus  render- 
ing the  long  reach  beyond  nearly  useless,  and  a  failure  to 
accomplish  the  purpose  of  its  construction.  I  recommend 
that  an  appropriation  be  made  sufficient  to  extend  this 
branch  to  the  low  land  east  of  the  railroad,  agreeably  to  the 
original  plan. 
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POLICE. 

The  reputation  of  our  city  for  morality,  sobriety,  and 
good  order,  may  safely  challenge  comparison  with  any  other 
of  equal  population  in  the  land.  Four  years  of  service  in 
this  department  has  taught  me  that  even  in  a  community 
so  free  from  great  crimes  as  ours  has  been,  constant  vigi- 
lance is  requisite  to  check  the  inroads  of  evil.  In  no  form, 
however,  does  it  work  more  harm  than  in  the  sale  and  use 
of  intoxicating  liquors.  The  suppression  of  intemperance 
is  the  same  hard  and  hitherto  unsolved  problem  which  con- 
fronts us  as  it  has  all  our  predecessors,  and  calls  upon  us 
to  use  our  best  efforts  to  find  the  solution  so  ardently  longed 
for  by  every  right-minded  citizen.  I  can  only  pledge  my 
earnest  personal  endeavor  and  hearty  cooperation  with  you 
in  adopting  and  pursuing  such  a  course  in  dealing  with  this 
evil  as  shall  not  disappoint  the  reasonable  expectations  of 
our  constituents. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  subjects  which  will  be  likely  to  engage  your  attention 
have  thus  been  briefly  laid  before  you.  I  shall  endeavor  to 
make  more  specific  recommendations  when  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  our  municipal  affairs  shall  enable  me  so 
to  do. 

Permit  me,  gentlemen,  in  conclusion,  to  congratulate  you 
on  the  auspicious  prospect  before  us,  and  the  encourage- 
ments to  activity  and  fidelity  thus  held  out  to  us  as  we  as- 
sume the  important  interests  intrusted  to  our  care.  I  look 
forward  to  our  association  in  the  performance  of  our  official 
duties  with  pleasure,  and  shall  do  all  that  in  me  lies  to 
make  our  administration  of  municipal  affairs  pleasant  and 
successful ;  and  I  confidently  trust  that  by  the  blessings  of 
a  gracious  and  all-wise  Providence,  and  harmonious  action 
in  all  our  deliberations,  we  shall  prove  ourselves  not  un- 
worthy of  the  confidence  reposed  in  us  by  our  election  to 
the  official  positions  we  occupy. 

JOHN  KIMBALL. 
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